Primer on Rural Parking Protcols & Safety Practice

Remember that our country roads, especially town and county roads, evolved and were built during the days of the wagon & horse, NOT the automobile. In fact, if you look at a county or state map from the 1800’s, you will find that most of today’s roads existed then! In the last 100 years, nearly all that still carry traffic have been widened and paved. But, they haven’t kept up with ever-increasing vehicle size and travel speeds.

Today, large milk tanker “tractor-trailer” trucks, fertilizer, grain, and log trucks, and very large farm equipment may be encountered on these roads. These vehicles may travel at speeds as high as 60 mph and need the entire width of pavement (or more!) on their side of the road. There is no room for them to “move over” if you, or your vehicle, are partly on the pavement or too close to it. Add to this the high volume of traffic, often SUVs or large pickup trucks, traveling at very high speeds even on country roads, and you have a very dangerous mix! Today, both the speed and volume of traffic are far in excess of what road design dictates. If YOU are on the side of the road, with a door open into traffic, putting your gear on or getting equipment out of your vehicle, you can be killed or cause a serious accident.
Think before you park! Park where there is good sight distance, well off the pavement, and move to the passenger side or rear of your car to change footwear or unload gear.

It is not proper to park in front of a house in the country, especially not at the edge of their lawn. Unlike urban streets, there is no curb. A strange car, parked close to a lawn or house is viewed as an intrusion and possibly suspicious. You may be asked to move and, in any case, it may adversely affect how country residents view our organization and hikers in general.

We need also to be aware of farm lanes and tracks (they may be faint) that indicate where a farmer is accessing a field adjacent to the road. If a hiker has left a car blocking field access, going off for a short time or the day, this can cause serious complications. The farmer cannot finish the chores or fieldwork intended, and may not even be able to turn large equipment around! Farming is a very hard life, and country people will show little patience with people who are unthinking. Please be aware of your surroundings and considerate of our trail neighbors.

By highway law—All wheels must be completely off the pavement.


For safety—You need good sight distance—not in a dip in the road, just over a hill, or on a curve.


Good Manners-- In the country, parking in front of, or close, to a house or farm buildings is viewed as poor manners and maybe suspicious. Don’t block a farm lane or access to a farm field.








